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Newcastle Safeguarding Adults Board 
	 Summary Minutes 

Meeting held on Thursday 21st July 2022, 9.30-12.30pm, via Teams
Please note these are not full minutes. They are intended to provide an overview of discussions and decisions. Due to the confidential nature of some of the items discussed, it is not possible to publically share full minutes. 


The Newcastle Safeguarding Adults Board (NSAB) is the multi-agency partnership responsible for ensuring that adults at risk in Newcastle are safeguarded and protected.
	Carers and safeguarding
Fiona Richardson, Carers Lead Officer, Newcastle City Council attended and updated NSAB members on the revised national briefing on adult safeguarding and carers. Fiona highlighted some of the safeguarding risks associated with carers, both to the carer themselves and the cared for person. Support for carers had been highlighted in a number of Safeguarding Adults Reviews and Domestic Homicide Reviews - NSAB members were reminded that all agencies and practitioners play a key role in identifying carers and signposting them to the support available. Newcastle’s Carers Risk Assessment Tool was highlighted as good practice within the national briefing – small changes had been made to the tool to bring it up-to-date with current carer risks and issues. 

	Safeguarding Adults Collection
The 2021-22 data reported to NHS Digital for the Safeguarding Adults Collection was discussed. 14,861 initial safeguarding adults referrals were received of which 8,751 met the criteria for a safeguarding adults concern and 6,941 went on to have a Section 42 enquiry undertaken. 58% of all concerns were about adults aged 18-64, however compared to overall population totals in Newcastle, the older a person gets the more likely they are to be at risk of abuse or neglect. The most common primary support reason recorded for adults at risk in Newcastle was physical support which includes people requiring support as a result of a physical disability or frailty. The most common form of abuse looked at in Section 42 enquiries was neglect, closely followed by self-neglect and then physical abuse. The most common location of abuse or neglect was a person’s own home. In 87% of enquiries, risk is either removed or reduced. In 72% of enquiries, the adult at risk (or their representative) was asked about their desired outcomes. Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS) applications had remained at a consistent level (2,241 received in the year). 

	Mental Capacity Act Position Statement Report
Board members had submitted position statements in relation to MCA practice within their organisations.  The report highlighted that despite a large amount of resource given to training and awareness raising around MCA there were still concerns about practice which was repeatedly being highlighted in Safeguarding Adults Reviews (and other reviews). It was acknowledged that this was not an issue specific to Newcastle or any-one profession. Whilst the introduction of Liberty Protection Safeguards (LPS) presented some opportunities to improve practice there was a need for careful messaging to ensure people did not just equate MCA with the LPS (due to it’s much broader application). It was felt that sub-committees of the NSAB could assist in taking forward some actions via their various roles and responsibilities. A local task and finish group was going to be established and Board members were going to use their regional and national networks to escalate the issue. 

	Draft Annual Report
A draft annual report for 2021-22 was discussed. The report would be agreed at the September NSAB meeting.  

	Date of next meeting: Wednesday 7 September 2022. 


For more information about Safeguarding Adults, and the work of the Newcastle Safeguarding Adults Board, please visit:
https://www.newcastlesafeguarding.org.uk/ 
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