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Newcastle Safeguarding Adults Board 
	 Summary Minutes 

Meeting held on Wednesday 7th September 2022, 1-3.30pm, via Teams
Please note these are not full minutes. They are intended to provide an overview of discussions and decisions. Due to the confidential nature of some of the items discussed, it is not possible to publically share full minutes. 


The Newcastle Safeguarding Adults Board (NSAB) is the multi-agency partnership responsible for ensuring that adults at risk in Newcastle are safeguarded and protected.
	Adult N SAR
The NSAB considered the final draft report of a SAR in relation to Adult N. Whilst Adult N’s death was not attributed to abuse or neglect, she was known to have been in an abusive relationship with her partner. Over a number of years, she experienced physical, emotional and financial abuse from her partner and others, including in the days prior to her death. 

Adult N had an acquired brain injury and a life-long history of drug and alcohol disorders. Safeguarding Adult N was complex for practitioners who worked with her. 
The report highlights that the response to Adult N from local agencies was very good. The work with Adult N was characterised by positive, assertive, supportive and multi-agency approaches. The central question posed by Adult N’s case and care was “what else could the multi-agency system have done to protect her from an ongoing risk of harm?”.  The Safeguarding Adults Review report highlights the good practice that was evident and recommends some areas where practice might be strengthened when working with someone in a similar situation to Adult N:

•
Addressing drug use disorders via detoxification and residential rehabilitation.

•
Using the Mental Capacity Act and other legal frameworks.

•
Understanding, and diagnosing, cognitive impairment where someone also has a substance misuse disorder. 

•
Accommodation options for people at risk of, or experiencing, exploitation. 

•
Alcohol screening.

•
Fire and smoking risks to people with substance misuse disorders.

•
Working with pharmacies to safeguard adults.
The final report was agreed and will be published in due course. 

	Cost of Living Crisis
The NSAB received a presentation from Newcastle City Council on a safeguarding adults and poverty project being undertaken with the West End Foodbank (Partnerships for People and Place Project, PFPP). A worker from the MASH and a worker from the Active Inclusion Service are spending time in the Foodbank, with the overall aim of better understanding the link between safeguarding and poverty. 
This led onto a discussion about the cost-of-living crisis and the potential impact of this on safeguarding adults. Board members were encouraged to think about how their staff could be made aware of the services and support available with two key sources of information being highlighted:

· Active Inclusion Newcastle has a wealth of resources, information and advice which all agencies and the public can access to help respond to the cost-of-living crisis.

· InformationNOW includes information and advice on a wide-range of topics and services for adults in Newcastle. It can be used by the public or professionals, is easily searchable and regularly updated. 

	Self-Neglect Thematic Review 

The NSAB received a report from the SAR Committee in relation to self-neglect. This item was deferred for a full discussion to the November NSAB meeting. 

	NSAB Annual Report 2021-22
The Annual Report for 2021-22 was agreed and will be published shortly. 

	Date of next meeting: Wednesday 2 November 2022. 


For more information about Safeguarding Adults, and the work of the Newcastle Safeguarding Adults Board, please visit:
https://www.newcastlesafeguarding.org.uk/ 
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